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John Stewart Kilmorack Community Council
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Graeme MacKay Kilmorack Community Council
Cameron Kemp Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council
Karen Young Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council
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Humphrey Clarke Strathglass Community Council
Lee Wilson SSEN Transmission
Kelly Scott SSEN Transmission
Matthew McKessick SSEN Transmission
Barry Mackenzie SSEN Transmission
Rob Slaughter SSEN Transmission (Teams)
Sally Cooper SSEN Transmission
Alice Byrne SSEN Transmission
Tara Cowley SSEN Transmission (Teams)

Apologies Position

Duncan McCall

SSEN Transmission

Simon Hall

SSEN Transmission

Note of abbreviations;

CLG — Community Liaison Group
Community — refers to the Community Councillors
SSEN T — SSEN Transmission




Minutes

1.0 | Introductions and agenda
1.1
Introductions and Agenda
1. Previows meeting noles, oulstanding actions
2. The role of the CLG
|
. West of Beauly = Asset Replacement project
The Fathway to : Update on Consultation
5. Community experience since last mesting
A, [Ssues arising - S5EM Transmission
- COMmunity
0B and next meeting date
Following introductions, new representatives from Kirkhill & Bunchrew CC and Strathglass CC were welcomed. With the
development of the Pathway to 2030 projects it has been agreed that the current Beauly CLG should be extended to also
include these Community Councils.
2.0

WHO WE ARE: SSEN TRANSMISSION

= We are responsible for maintaining and investing in the electricity transméssion nietwork in the north of Scotland Our nefeork
sobanids ovar @ quarior of the UECs land mass, oossing soma of its mos? challenging hearain

= Dur firs pricity I8 1o provide & sate and reliable supply of alecincity 1o our comamunities. We do Bes Dy asing 1ha aleciroby from
gpenerators and transporting @ at high voltages. over long distances Shrough owr bansmission network for omsmirds. distribulion 1o homes and

bumnasias in nikages, ewns are] cibés

= Our operating area is home (o vast renewable energy resowrces, and this is being hamessed by wind, hydro and marine generation
Working cicsady with Mabonal Gnd ES0, we anablo aleciricty gonaralors o connect fo the fransmission syshem, alowing the electricity
penerabsd by Thern o e raneporied 19 aneas of demanid Sorods he counlry

= As 3 natural monopoly. we ane closely regulabed by the GB energy regulaior, Cigem, who delermings how much revenis we an
aliowad to sam for corsiniciing, maintaining and rendovaling our rarsmission nateork in tha north of Scolland. These costs ane shared
bestwveseny all Bhose using the ransmizswion sysiem, including generalion devslopers and elecinicly consumen
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3.0

The role of the CLG

* ClGnitially set up Tor Beauly Dennmy progect and was continsed
regarching reise Eswes at Balolair substation and sulsssquently with the
development of additicnal projects in the anea,

Workshop sesidon on the rale of the CLG in

v SEill sevwes & purpose for Kilmosack CC, Kilkarlity CC @nd Beguly CC and A .
regards to Patheay to 2030 project and any

for the kool residents in proximety to substation: noise, redevelopment

praject et changes required in regards to tenmes of
refarence.,

v Suite of Pathway to 2030 projects on a new scale and effect 3
communities across the wider area - 30 mins

¢ Therehors by can we engage on the Pathveay to 2030 with the CLG
whilst still sarving iU anginal fumdticn, or do we nedd to rsast the mole
of the CLG ard widean the sitendence

v feneites to josn CLG amd motification of mepgting con 11th April sent to

ﬂl higlass CC and Kirkhill & Bunghagw CC — —_—

3.1 | The Role of the CLG
The Chair ensured that both the members of the Community and SSEN T understood and were comfortable in
his role on the Planning Committee. All were accepting of this.
-The Chair asked that the Community Councillors feedback information from their communities.
-Transparency and mutual trust; SSEN T agreed to work transparently with the CLG by sharing relevant
information with the CLG which at times might not be ready to share publicy and asked that at such times this
confidentiality is respected. The aim of these meetings is to be of value with mutual transparency and trust.
-SSEN T will distribute the updated draft version of the Terms of Reference to all those at the meeting for
comment and agreement.
-It was understood the Chair and Community would meet separately to consider the new role of the CLG and
the Terms of Reference ahead of future meetings.
4.0 . - .
Noise Monitoring
v Unfortunately, it has proved difficult to coincide avallability
of the consultant to position the monitor and the
contractor to provide access / power supplies,
+ Optimistic we now have this aligned and monitor to be in
place shortly.
» The monitor will remain in place for a minimum of 12
months as agreed
' Provided feedback on two specific time pericds of
‘noticeable noise’ highlighted by community in Jan / Feb as
post meeting notes for February meeting. Happy to review
any future such occurrences
4.1 | The Community said the noise still fluctuates, 1-2am and 5am and the noise has reduced since the installation

of the jackets. SSEN T informed that the noise monitor is scheduled for installation that same week. The
monitor will be calibrated weekly, it takes 5-10 minutes and it’s calibrating the SVC (Static Var Compensator
which regulates reactive power to control how the network operates). It is computerised and done remotely
from the Control Room. SSEN T responded to the Community’s question on whether calibration can be more
frequent, to which SSEN T explained that it would be unlikely to go out of calibration in a week; this is more
likely to happen over say a month. It is the variability of the SVC response that has been slowed down by the
recent works; it won’t tend to react to general fluctuations in network power flows, but will still respond
quickly to network issues if / when required.




The Community asked whether the new substation would have an SVC. SSEN T responded that it would not
have an SVC, however some combination of transformers or reactors (which look like special transformers)
seems most likely at present. SSEN T now ensures that noise modelling is carried out during design stage to
determine the need for any noise mitigation, which will then be fitted as part of the initial installation; an
example being the noise enclosures that will be fitted to the new transformers associated with the Beauly
132kV GIS project. Noise mitigation is an inherent part of the design process, rather than something thought
about retrospectively.

Post Meeting Note: The noise monitor is now installed and SSEN T plan to have info to share at the

next meeting, following the first download of information.

Beauly 132kV Redevelopment Project

Progress

* Access track along the south and west of
the 400kV compound is progressing well,
this will allow access to the main site
compound area,

* Cut and fill earthworks for the platform
extension has now been completed.

* Construction of retaining wall has
been completed.

* Works have now commenced on the 132kV
GIS Bullding, concrete pour for the bullding
foundations are ongoing.

»ok Ahead ~ Construction of the 132kV GIS building will continue, |

5.1

The GIS building is being constructed at a lower level to help obscure if from the road. The Community didn’t
agree to the request for extended weekend working hours within the GIS building having asked some local

residents.

6.0

CPNI Fencing Project

6.1

CPNI Fencing Project

« All construction complete

* Commissioning complete by end of April

* Site to de mobilise by end of May

* Thanks for your patience during construction works.




West of Beauly — Asset Replacement Projects
{including VISTA Glen Strathfarrar)

* Ground Investigation works completed end March 23, Ongoing borehale mondtonng taking place until
June 23,

* Ongoing emdronmental surveys commenced at all sites

= Baceline noise monitoring to commence in Agril 23,

= An alternative site under consideration for Algas = finalised solution to be shared in due course.
= Glen Strathfarrar VISTA = Public consultation event due to take place in Summer 2023

= Wist of teauly = Asset Replacement Frojects - 3™ consultation event to fake Fl|-H-.'.E in AUgust 2023

[ . — e —

7.1

7.2

SSEN T informed the Community that the old quarry (up the hill near to Aigas) is being assessed as an
alternative site and are trying to get collaboration with SSER to help overcome the challenges that come with
this location.

Glen Strathfarrar VISTA (Visual Impact of Scottish Transmission Assets) — SSEN T are proposing and applying to
Ofgem for funding to underground 3.5km of cable and to remove 13 towers. Similar projects have been
carried out at Boat of Garten, Killen. Letters of support from statutory consultees and community
stakeholders are required as part of the proposals. Ofgem have very set criteria for these types of projects.

The Pathway to 2030

- Why it's needed

- Themes of consultation and lessons learned

- Next steps and upcoming engagement

- Mythbusting




Why are these projects needed?

= SeotWind leasing rownd |lan 17} mitialy delvened eabed leased for up bo 250N,
vy fRCaacknE expaciaton & [ DOGW wal sxpscted] = Thiough clearancs process, this
v Flarsds at circa 280W'

+ Baitiih Enengy Secwiity tlrabegy |Apcil 77) - 2030 odlshare wind Gowenimend Larpeti
SOGW cflilare wind [LIK canget], inchuding current 1165 Soottnh Gower renend Caned

»  Fathonal Grid Electricity System Opserator led Hollstic Neteork Daslgn [HMNDE [July 720
will enable: 10,765 of ScotWind by 030, key fo enable SGEW by 2030

»  This is expected to take total Scottish offshore wind to drca 17GW

»  fgem approved the nesd for HND projects [Dec £2) as part of its Accelerated
Strategic Transmission investment (A%T1] framework decsion

= Wiedk nosy undinaay 1o dedign (s anihgre and alfihone mebeoii indrasliuiiuee
regused 1o dislved SeatVWind's full ambition, Helistle Metwork Design Follow Up
Exerclas, |artbclpated 02 20273

SSEM Trarmmilidbon B del 1o deliver 10% of the tolal emiiiloni abatemant requined for
Mt Taro

At prosent, we currenthy have around $EW of reneeable energy connected to owr ﬂ Bty ;
5 network

CONNECTING SCOTWIND TO DELIVER 50GW BY 2030

Why are these projects needed?

4 Holistic
S £ Network

British Energy Design

Security Strategy :

o

.~

ScotWind Leasing

o

Crown Estate
Scotland




7.5

o LT LTV TS

MAIN NORTH OF SCOTLAND ELECTRICITY
TRANSMISSION NETWORK IN 2030

FTRATE AT AT T T RO PO

7.6
Pathway to 2030 — Update on projects connecting to Beauly area
) Why Beauly?

I.’rﬂul'p Blackhillock - Spittal- Loch Buidhe = Baauly .

Deer — Peteshead qmw 400KV Connection The Beauly Substation forms & key
junctiam an the GR Transmission
fyitem and tranilorm electmatal
waltage tram SOOEY, 275KV and
132k ard the Pathveay 3030
projects are reguired Eo connect into

~it, therefore & new site is reguired
Beauby r_li:\-l rry 27 Cincuit within a 10km radus of Beauly
e Ak Substation + Lipgrada Connections caoming in Morth, West
HW DL corméarier stalbom naar and South, onshore, Beauly
Beauly repreients central ares with asiting
infrast ructure
ishare AND anshore salufion
reguired
e
%\_‘_\_\_ — ——
7.7 | SSEN Transmission described the huge scale of these projects they are obligated under the Transmission

Operator licence to deliver and the desire to work with statutory consultees and stakeholders to mitigate the
impacts. SSEN T explained they are being driven by UK and Scot Gov Net Zero targets, which involve the
connection of Scot Wind, and that the Electricity System Operators Holisitic Network Design (which
transmission operators feed in to) sets out the blueprint for the grid infrastructure required to deliver 2030
wind targets. SSEN T advised that Ofgem have also approved the investment required for these projects.
-The Chair explained that SSEN T are not providing communities with the whole picture of projects coming
into the Beauly area and now with the - Blackhillock — New Deer — Peterhead (BBNP) consultations coming up
this has created mistrust towards SSEN T. -The Community queried whether there was any research into
potential health dangers of siting 400kV DC lines in proximity to residences.

-The Community said that those in the area feel deep anger and SSEN T showing lack of transparency around
the proposals. They asked about community benefit and what’s in it for them for enduring these impacts.
The Community said they would like to see how SSEN T had acted on feedback.

SSEN T very much encouraged and welcomed useful feedback so the project team can assess and use it to
mitigate impacts. Feedback which includes local knowledge is very helpful to identify protected spaces,
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recreational areas, habitats etc. It is critical to work from an informed environmental baseline for developing
the design of these projects.

SSEN T stressed the importance of working collaboratively with specific groups and communities, these
national infrastructure projects will happen and are aligned with UK and Scottish Govt targets and by working
constructively with stakeholders it will be possible to try to mitigate the impacts. As part of the ongoing
consultation process SSEN T will demonstrate feedback and how this has been incorporated into the designs.
For example if alternative sites are suggested, SSEN T will feedback on how these were assessed.

SSEN T informed that there will be additional information at the BBNP consultation events this month which
will show the projects interfacing with the Beauly area so that the public can see the whole picture. SSEN T
acknowledged and understand that Communities require this holistic information and going forward are
committed to improving and providing more targeted stakeholder engagement and are working on a strategy
and would welcome suggestions.

SSEN T agreed that the drivers and the need for these projects need to be made clearer. The Chair reiterated
that this needs to be communicated to the CLG so members can feed back and forth with questions and
answers.

Addressing community benefit, SSEN T explained that historically being a regulated business by Ofgem
community benefit funds were not available, however the British Energy Security Strategy (which has been set
up following geopolitical events) highlighted the requirement for change. The UK Govt are consulting on
community benefit for strategic network infrastructure projects to ensure that local communities benefit from
hosting transmission infrastructure. SSEN T completely agree with this sentiment in that it is crucial these
communities receive socio economic benefits to ensure the UK reaches its™ net zero targets to facilitate
energy security. SSEN T are proactively working with the regulator to ensure this and work is ongoing to agree
the mechanisms to provide such a fund and look forward to providing more information in the coming
months.

Post meeting note: The Scottish Government are currently consulting on community benefits for electricity
transmission network infrastructure: Community benefits for electricity transmission network infrastructure -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

SSEN T said that both onshore and offshore transmission infrastructure is required to have resilience and
security of supply. The Community pointed out that the concentration of infrastructure around Beauly would
seriously compromise energy security due to vulnerability to sabotage. saying that underground and subsea
cable would be more difficult to sabotage compared to overhead lines which can easily be taken out.

SSEN T noted there are pros and cons to both overhead lines and cables; for example it can be more difficult
to locate, then repair faults on cables and subsea cables can be subject to inadvertent damage by anchors, in
similar way to land cables being vulnerable to accidental damage.

Post Meeting Note: As part of our obligations, SSEN T must take appropriate steps to consider
security of our assets, including compliance with the requirements of the Electricity Safety, Quality
& Continuity Regulations 2002 (usually abbreviated to ESQCR). If this is of interest, we can arrange
for further information to be shared at a future CLG meeting. SSEN T are sure community will
however appreciate that there are necessay limitations on what we can share publicly with regard
to security and resilience.



https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/community-benefits-for-electricity-transmission-network-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/community-benefits-for-electricity-transmission-network-infrastructure

8.0

March Consultation -

Spittal- Loch Buidhe — Beaulv 400kV Reinforcement
Mew 400kV Substation and HVDC converter station near Beauly
Mext Steps ahead of owerhead line aBgnment
»  Consultation evenl at Kilmorack Hall on 2nd Barch altended by estimated wolectian:
bebween J50-300 people, Wirtual event B Rarch s el fatimn Shﬂ'll"ﬂﬁ'-"r'flﬁlﬂl':l-lf'a'fl_nl

Beport on Cansuiiobion (detaifed)
Further engagement with stakehaloers
Confirmation of preferred owerheod iine route

«  Cpnsultation period extended to 18% april

= Themes of ieedDack and lessoms leammed are ourrenily being assessed Frrther surveys and invesiigehans
identificotion of ahigament options within
« A programme of further engagement with ool community councils amnd preferred overhead ne route
Eected memlb=ers, community members, residents dssociaticns snd working
prowps s underwayin the process of being determined. Furiber details te Maxt 51eps ahaad of confioming proposed
folow ance leedback period closed subistation lecativn:
Consutatipn Semmary [high level]
Remindes: These consultation &sents weds inftiod early conslterion. Furlher Further enfagement with stakehalders
consultation evernts will fofow and any statulory consultation sl not occur until Further surveys and imeestigations, inc inho
niet year potential altemalive

% —— —— —

8.1

The Community said that SSEN T should not be asking for separate feedback for each of these projects. SSEN T
explained that planning applications are legally required to be submitted on a project-by-project basis,
therefore feedback forms and feedback for each of these projects are needed to be kept separate, though
SSEN T agreed that these need to be shown holistically. At the upcoming BBNP consultation events SSEN T
will have project team members from the other projects too along with information to show this and will be
very happy to have discussions around the projects interfacing with Beauly at this event.

9.0

March Consultation -
Lessons Learned and Key Themes of Feedback

W nieeried i e mnaiw mnphcit reg whtlhl- infrextruciune i required sod that Bhis wan serly solunisny comulistion. Feedback g sy wnmer siskrhakien
WETF unawar e B vwas vl the I.rr||r'|||-|| of the engagrment procen

Mesl jound ol wadi Ral sl deeds 1 hiee deablad @, seitible nl.llrdllrirrllnr;"-h adale b ol allersdaws Yo vl har moie
b bt wpieldle o0 el b gl sedl e dataaded loyond Elasalaid L

" ths ru -] Hirg & thass profecis individually. & e re trying o skgn Lt [ wref e TE ciong &F vy
'|-1l o h"Hl inlarm sommuninigl o1 vhe Tag plovare’ iegeding our Parfayay 10 P00 Ee o,

Thevr w s 6 parcisption that wia wers hiding Information by not wWhowing all infrriscing ne comeng in, sock an RSP, They wan due B prefemed smade for B
soenrctioe wiel being detennired. Long lorwasd, suepsvisusls will b availsble gheewing oll G projests intarscing with Beauby 2% consublisdiorn for Ehaas
projects.

Communiny Berafit wes 8 kg toph. in che JEFD Rribish Eresrgy Secor ity Strsegy, The U Gupy opmendtoed 10 consult on comimamaty benelin lor sirateg sebaork
Alrasirudiune grogecs 10 ensee loul cammusities benein Liom Bosiing tramemisson infrasineciue. We completely g es with thes sembmenl = iU o cioliel fur
LMY Dttt el i SRl S i Reenefen Feoam i inlranireltin® reguued oo eedaine The LA resfess iUy met penn targets and Tailnete i1's ere Ty SeTuiity
Wk b ongolag 10 apres the medhanbiss b provide such @ b s ver ook Torsaid o geoeilng you wilh an opdate = 1he comg miord i We'll snsoie B b
sprdl Comiiprenticaned wsce ablbe 10 do G,

Elany cormmiindy meamtan viead they didn™ recsive the maldrog. fircond 30000 wars sk, wo'op ©hached muny of e poaiooden who shaisd they s en's
sporreed aral oo sopplisre confirmed thay ware gt Tho smpfasaes o us B regoirement 1o uvlifas verisd form of sdvertidng. We unsd acul mecis eod locad
mar iR L it Bt el sepiy mce'e hisawily on @msl, ey and pa oeef loesl pabls nosioes i boc s arest gl Doeicker LR ad sdeerte

9.1

In addition to those ‘lessons’ in the above slide SSEN T also acknowledged the need for larger, clearer maps
and visual information, terminology which is easier to understand, extended consulting hours at the events,
name badges for staff for ease of identification.




March Consultation —
Themes of Feedback

« Visual, moise, wildlfe impact concerns and recreational users

* Preference bo use existing infrastructure carridors and exisling substations
* Reguests for rationalisation, wnderground cabde, subsea

¢ 515 In preference for AlS for substation

= Concern in regards (o the size of substation infrastructure

Following the close of the feedback period on 14" April, we'll continue to consider these alongside all other
themes arising in morne detail,

10.

Beauly — Blackhillock — New Deer — Peterhead 400kV

S

* Routeing consultation taking place at New Boauly Blac
Petertoad 400KV
Phipps Hall, Beauly - Thursday 27th April - 12-7pm -

* Similar format to 2 March consultation, lessons
learned re venue, accessibility, volume of materials
etc. Feedback period proactively extended

Consultation will be specific in regards to the OHL
routes to Peterhead, but info on the Substation and
Spittal line will be available and reshared

Report on Consultation from the September 2022
events is available online

Mall drops have already been issued. We'd
appreciate any assistance the CLG can provide In
ensuring your local community is well aware of the
event

Beauly — Denny 2™ Circuit Upgrade

Scope of project
A upgrade of the second dioult on the exlsting Beasty: Denmy oserhead Bre [OHL) Brom 27550 bo J00KY, 1o
soomimadaie new ienewable enes gy penerabors connecting to the traraemisslon neswork in coming year.

O comipkiton, Both choiats will operate ot Q0. Thay Bisasly - Demineg DRL wias consiructiod hor
SN rparataon o0 @it ol i1 P Ciicuey Bl il
& TERY. Thih imsrai fed aRpiationd 1S the OHL e

Vi s v wweith v i atiog] @1 The levesl vodige of
dijuied 1o apgade it o 400k

Thin upgeacke abuo drives The mequitement for & nisy @ ona sulmtation nesr Passalkeple [uoath-wed ol

prrenclabe e AR squiprment, slongiicds I Pfﬂj E'Et Up[‘liltl!

i) el sl o8 Beagn |racth-east of Dhinblana] |
some rrndfcatioes to okher substathons along the toute, Includieg: Fort Sugusine, Ernochiy, Einardocky and
Turramas] We oo pupanding the search sres
Programme datas of our site selection prooess due 1o
ther £ haliiiges ared OoRATTRIS we
# Public Consultation (Fasnakyle substation]: Junafluly 2023 g Hancinng iy regasds 1 finding a

Public Consultation 2™ & 3™ eveni Spring 1034 suitabds itn ot Fansakyh
PManning Application submitbed: Spring- Summer 20048
Canstruction star: Summer 2026

Constructson End; Spring 20249
— ' e E——— T

" FE B W

SSEN T informed that the Beauly — Denny 2™ circuit upgrade project is running behind some of the other
projects and the Team are still working out the number of connections required by Generators; it’s our licence
obligation to connect them. The search area for a new substation in the Fasnakyle area has been expanded; it

10




will need to connect the Beauly — Denny line and the new Generator connections. Until this information
becomes clearer, the size of the new substation is unknown.

There was a short discussion regarding the challenges faced by SSEN T in locating a substatsion site in the
area, SSEN T explained that this was due to constraints, such as SSSI's, Nature Reservies, National Scenic Area
and the Strathglass Complex. The Strathglass attendees confirmed the area attracted in the region of 250,000
people a year and there were just 2 roads in and out, highlighting its sensitivity. The Chair asked that when
SSEN T have a preferred site to inform the CLG either via email or Teams meeting.

10.0

Community Experience Since Last Meeting

Beauly Community to commaent

10.1

SSEN T were informed that the Community and stakeholders were shocked at the scale of the project
proposals and the communities do not want them. The Chair recommended the submission of useful
feedback and to use the opportunity to influence the design development. SSEN T informed that feedback will
be accepted anytime during the development phase of these projects and not just following the consultation
events. The feedback date for these events were set to enable a Report on Consultation to be produced to
enable design progression.

SSEN T informed the Community that statutory consultees have requested that the quarry area in Wester
Balblair be assessed for its suitability for the new substation/converter station location; desk-based
assessments are currently underway. The Community informed that they are of the understanding that this is
a community asset. For reasons of due diligence, SSEN T explained that these assessments are required
though if the Community feel this is not a good site location to feed this back so that the statutory consultees
can be informed.

The Community acknowledged that the Pathway to 2030 projects are working to tight timescales and
qguestioned the likelihood of influencing changes. SSEN T responded that the difference is the shorter time
period between statutory consultation events. The Chair advised Kilmorack CC to write to The Highland
Council requesting sufficient time to provide Communities with confidence of good outcomes. The
Community asked how they get the message across to the ‘powers that be" of the burdens residents and
communities are feeling with these projects. The Chair said this will be taken up at the Community Councils
meeting next week following The Council's meeting with SSEN T.

Actions

Date of next meeting thc

Number

Action / Update Owner Open/Closed

1.

Send draft Terms of Reference to all members of CLG SC

2

Noise monitor installed and first month of information to be shared at RS
next CLG - this has been shared in the meeting notes

Provide update on Community Benefit once this is available SC/KS
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