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Note of abbreviations.

CLG - Community Liaison Group
SSEN T — SSEN Transmission

OHL - overhead lines

Gl -Ground investigation

SO - System Operator




Minutes

1.0

Introductions and agenda
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Introductions and Agenda

Previous meeting notes, outstanding actions
Responses to Actions
Communications and expected process
Project Updates — Waster Balblair
Maite upd
V Redevelopment update
st of Beauly — Asset Replacement projects
The Pathway to 2030 Project Updates:
Getting to Net fero
+ New Beauly are: Lign converter station
Spittal — Beauly 4 v and Beauly — Blackhilkock 400kY projects
uly = Denmy upgrade/Fasnakyle
ssues arising - Community
- S5EN Trafsiidssion — Concorma oboot Community brhoviowr
B AOB
9. Date of next meating Scottish b Southern

Ty LS

CLG member challenged June 2023 Meeting Notes and did not accept them. The member previously requested a
paragraph was changed which SSEN T had noted differently and advised the Notes are not verbatim and are a summary.

Chair suggested and SSEN T agreed to update June Meeting Notes as requested and to re-issue. Completed Action

SSEN T offered to record meetings going forward to have a reference back, this has been agreed going forward.

2.0

Previous Meeting Notes

2 Rewponse to CLG wivy HVDC s required st Loch Buidhe, which gites are SC Cloged
spproved slong the line and what b plarned.

S Sootiish & Southemn

Actions 1, 2,6, 7,8 now Closed Additional Note —re Action 8, The Chair advised the Highland Council is setting up a working
group to look at wildfires, to which he will part of and will update the Group.
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Responses to Actions

Action 7. What e 55
battory storage plana with
Thae Figgi e of G\Ws
planned for connection?

Artian &, 1 Canmech
wildine yabach vwenl very
close o the 08 that

CATnyirg ol ‘I'ﬂ 'E[" A1 i)

OHL sruciures Decama

minie dangeeoas, becauss of

imcreased conductivity from
wncEn and sEeam

Action B Wiy B HVIDC
reguined at Loch Buidhe?

duwy spaecific informaticn regarding 55& Renewables plans regarding generation would need to be put 1o them
Battery dovelopars as with ather techrology dewelapars wha requine 3 conrsction Bo our nebwork apply bo tho ESD
wehad thon passes this onio the Trarsmission Cremer {such as us for the noeth of Scotland) who onder cthelr licence
chligations are reguinsd 1o provide a connection

Thie quantity of batbery storage & determined oy the market, with Generatorns reacting o incentives fstimuli
perireiced by Lhe Gowt {OFGER.

-IF ghet i5 3 B2oalde e, (e emoks Coflaimnedg carom might Caiise OHL thipping. Das 10 e heghas I
FTEA0CEY here i ey ik than with 13230 SpMutory cledrances rom Biound 16 conduiice s are upyeards of oyt
10m.

Liaise closely with Scottish Fire senvice Tor issues arising that may compromise both perscnal safoty and property,
elechiucsl coneciity and security of supphy. The Fire Sendoe hive oot comitrol rooem (oatact furmbers which
irliabiss & reapoide, Riise with coimmandess and Like appeopizife action 1o Fediaée the risk wath Ehe fireé seiace
vehach oodild e sharmming dom The neliork
-Fer posl ol ietigaticd - Maintam 40m clear ol veperation enhe doe ol Beauly-Densry OHL and irdrall sioess

I8 L, anly @ substation i plannssd a1 Loch Biadhe, Cofreeriar SLatices a0e requined &1 Spittal, Besuly and
Peterhead to convert efectricity from che subisea cabbes that transport sleciricity from the Westemn isles, bBetwean
Spartad aned Poterbvead and from Peterhead o the South, These key Iocaticns also allow offshang and orshone
renswable generation to connect 1o the reindorced electricity retvcrie.

g frcitnh b ot

31

Action 9: CLG asked whether each new Loch Buidhe substation would not just be a substation but also have
series of OHLs from onshore renewable generation. SSEN T explained that is correct in theory and depends on
which Generators require a connection to the Grid and to be connected to Loch Buidhe Substation (SS) —
these being either overhead line (OHL) or underground cable (UGC) connections. Due to the volume of power
required to be transmitted additional infrastructure is required and a new substation to house it.

SEEN T explained existing substation is 275/132kV and new one will be 400kV. A 400kV line will go from
Spittal to Beauly. An additional busbar is needed at 400kV and needs to connect into existing 275kV
connections so new transformers are going in to connect to the existing connections. Approx. size of new
substation as of Feb 2023 consultation booklet —463m x 311m.

Additional Questions and Requests Post Meeting
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4.1

The CLG asked if SSEN T proposals are assessed or challenged? SSEN T explained that the Energy Supply
Operator (ESO) and the regulator Ofgem independently assess and oversee the approval of projects. SSEN T




4.2

4.3

4.4

confirmed that its’ Transmission engineering teams have a series of meetings with Ofgem who review and
assess design decisions put forward. Both the technical and economical processes are checked by Ofgem.

SSEN T further explained that National Grid ESO (NGESO) will become a public body and going forward will be
called the Future System Operator (FSO), this new body will be separate from National Grid PLC and will have
additional responsibilities — it is currently going through the legislative change. NGESO is not currently a
public body.

The CLG enquired about the battery storage applications coming through in the area saying it didn’t make
sense that SSEN T say they have no influence as to where battery storage (BS) is located. SSEN T explained it
has nothing to do with the provision of BS which is part of the Pathway to 2030 process based on the Holistic
Network Design (HND). SSEN T went onto say it is about enabling forecast changes in generation and demand,
with provision of storage for surplus electricity a massive element in predicting what Transmission
infrastructure is needed in places where it’s saved to where its required. The CLG said they find this illogical
and not sure what the answer is, but it didn’t make sense.

SSEN T responded that as the Transmission Owner differentiating between energy sources does not take
place, whether it is a connection for a windfarm, hydro power station, coal generator, nuclear station, battery
provider. A battery operates as a customer taking power from the system and operates as Generator putting
power back into the system. So, if battery provider wants to connect to the network, as with all other
generators, SSEN T is obliged under its licence to provide a connection, this is a legal requirement. The System
Owner has established system planning processes and looks at the System in its entirety, so the supply and
demand including battery storage and pumped storage and review the amount of energy from different
sources that is coming online. This is all considered in the network planning processes that identify the Need
for the Grid reinforcements that the Transmission Owners must take forward to meet the future changes in
generation and demand. This includes System Operator factoring locations of battery storage in their network
planning processes, SSEN T don’t define locations or where they connect to the network. As Transmission
Owner it is obliged to provide a connection offer and if they accept connection offer SSEN connect them to a
network notwithstanding the process to get consent for the infrastructure needed to enable the connection
or approval from the Regulator for the expenditure.

With regards to location of these, closest to established infrastructure is not always best.

(For the Generator it depends on what part its closest to on the network, as there are different voltage lines,
different substations (SS) and different transformer ratings so it might be close to a particular line into a
particular SS but if an upgrade is required to facilitate the additional power from the Generator it might be a
more expensive and complicated connection than if the Generator were to locate in a different direction and
connect into a bigger substation. This is factored into different options.)

The CLG added if HND not required to provide location of storage, then it’s not a good design and who can
provide the answer.

SSEN T again reiterated that the SO (System Operator) already considers these factors in their network
planning processes and these processes have informed this HND. Advising the CLG that the question is better
directed towards the SO. The CLG said the area is inundated with BS applications; the Chair interjected that
this question should be directed to SO to find out what allowance is made for battery storage and where.

The CLG said at the recent Kate Forbes MSP meeting, community said that Ofgem approving cheapest options
needs to be addressed and thought that KF requested SSEN T to find way of opening of dialogue with Ofgem
for them. The CLG stressed communities don’t want the cheapest option they want the most acceptable
option.




UPDATE - On checking back Meeting Summary from KF confirmed that KF office were taking forward this
Action to write to Ofgem, ESO and UK/Scot Govt.

The CLG wanted to know what the situation would be if a BS generator wanted a connection which involved
going over private land, SSEN T explained that would try to find a suitable/alternative route. There is the
Compulsory Purchase Order option if unable to find alternative route, though SSEN T prefer not to use this
power, preferring instead to come to an agreement. SSEN T reiterated it does not dictate the locations for
connection offers.

The CLG said there is perception that SSEN T proposals are not just the cheapest but one that provides most
profit for SSEN T and they require reassurances that communities will be provided with the best solution,
irrespective of profit.

SSEN T again explained that independent SO carries out the assessment of Need and the independent
Regulator provides the approval of Need and again referred the CLG to pick this up with these bodies if they
still question this process. SSEN T have put forward the solutions required to meet the changes in electricity
generation and demand based on what is planned for 2030 with potentially more after this to reach net zero.

SSEN T said they had already explained this process and shared Initial Response to Consultation in May. This is
also on the Spittal — Beauly website, Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Connection - SSEN Transmission
(ssen-transmission.co.uk)

Even though the CLG want SSEN T to explain these processes which they are trying to do, SSEN T advised
having explained this already that there is a huge amount of info in public domain about these processes.

The Chair stressed the need to build the trust which the communities require on the proposals being
developed and highlighted that the meetings are very good with the open-ness of scepticism people have so
that it can be fully discussed at these times and there’s also this opportunity with the working group with Kate
Forbes.

The CLG said the Scottish need already met by renewables and they don’t understand why anyone can put in
an application for a battery farm and SSEN T is duty bound to connect whether required or not? SSEN T
responded that in theory that is correct, obligated under licence to provide the connections, where the
connections trigger the need to provide reinforcements SSEN T have to develop with the SO and possibly with
other Transmisson owners the wider reinforcements, if Regulator does not approve the Need SSEN do not get
the expenditure so the project is not built. In the case of the 2030 HND the regulator has approved the Need
for these projects. The power might not all be needed in Scotland today, but if Scotland is going to reach Net
Zero it needs to decarbonise heat, transport, so the generation that is getting built and is being transported
will go to Scottish needs as well as England and Wales. It is an integrated GB transmission system, power will
flow in both directions so when there is low wind output in Scotland, power will be imported from South and
vice versa.

SSEN T explained they are one part of this energy jigsaw and do not determine the mix or the generation
locations.

CLG said they wish to have a clear picture of how many windfarms, turbines etc are required to meet the
targets, SSEN T informed them it’s difficult to answer because technology is developing so wind
turbines/engines are getting bigger, there's less of them and their output is larger, their location depends
where the Generators decide to locate them. These are policy decisions needed at a political level, SSEN T
have to provide the connections irrespective of generation location and if that involves building strategic
reinforcements to transport that power that is what has to be done. SSEN T went on to explain that there is
movement towards Spatial planning of the system so where in theory new generation is one place, an



https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/spittal--loch-buidhe--beauly-400kv-connection/
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/spittal--loch-buidhe--beauly-400kv-connection/

example of spatial planning is Scotwind. SSEN T are now required to develop the network infrastructure to
enable transportation of power from this area of generation to areas of demand.

SSEN T repeated the point that a lot of the CLG concerns re offshore wind farms etc are policy based and not
for SSEN T to answer.

CLG asked policy related questions such as when the wind is not blowing and then relying on nuclear power,
nuclear being very expensive it will be very costly to provide non fossil power when wind not blowing. SSEN T
stated as Transmission Owner it’s not its place to answer and said SO is asking what nuclear is expected to be
built in the UK and where is it to be located, how will it affect supply/demand. The Climate Change Committee
forecast electricity demand to increase 50% by 2035 and double by 2030.

The CLG said the perception is that SSEN is 1 company with 1 part of the company services the other part and
the proposals are being unilaterally decided by SSE and driven by what they can see by maximising future
profit opportunity for SSER to connect onshore wind farms. SSENT responded they do not set these industry
rules nor make decisions on behalf of independent SO or independent Regulator. The process is underpinned
by regulatory framework by UK Govt.

*°| Additional Questi dR ts Post Meeti
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5.1 | SSEN T stated that the reason for removing the automatic trigger is to accelerate Grid to achieve Govt targets

and went on to explain that the formation of the CLG and the focus of it is on local projects and impacts such
as the Beauly — Denny etc. SSEN T have never previously considered the CLG forum appropriate to share
business strategy, not for reasons of secrecy but for reasons of not being appropriate for the CLG as the focus
of the group is on local projects. SSEN T added that staff working at local project level are not involved in
strategy discussions and are not party to those conversations.

In the above it has been explained why these policy changes have been proposed and the reason is its widely
acknowledged that Grid and the lack of infrastructure is seen as the biggest barrier to reaching Net Zero
targets, there is not enough infrastructure to double electricity by 2050 as told by the Climate Change
Committee. SSEN T is asking how a quicker way can be found to get Grid on the system. This is also outlined
by Nick Winser's independent recommendations.

The CLG asked to be informed of any policy changes. Community Councils (CC) said they consider applications,
the framework is a process that exists where they have a system that lets them know it’s going to go to PLI
allowing it to be explored in a legal environment. With the removal of a trigger then control is removed from
CCs and the local authority and continued to say it is not playing different ballpark but playing a different
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game. SSEN T agreed it is for the UK Govt to make any changes, they might not make these changes, it sits
with them to decide.

Action - Chair to feedback on the stance of The Highland Council. The Chair stated that the CLG need to be
informed and kept updated about legal reforms to achieve Govt ambition.

*°|  Additional Questions and Requests Post Meeting
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6.1 | SSEN T explained that it is not a straightforward request for maps showing the energy flows etc which needs

to be worked through. ESO forecast supply and demand which necessitates the new infrastructure being
taken forward. CLG said they asked for map last April showing the energy flows currently and required in
2030, CLG don’t feel it’s their job to find the information and they want to see proof its required. SSEN T
provided a holding response and are trying to present this info for them in a useful way— it includes
consideration of different technologies.

e ACTION —SSEN T to inform when this map will be available. Update Maps will be available end of Oct
System planning team can provide the map comparing electricity transmission now and what is
planned by 2030, showing the trunk network what is required around the UK/Scotland including
ACDC. To show what’s connecting where and the volume of power and what is planned to connect at
and the current capability limits of the existing network that’s preventing the existing network
accommodating that power.

SSEN T advised the CLG to read the ESO 10-year statement. This clearly shows the network requirements and
arrows showing general direction of power south. SSEN T will show map showing 2030 network plan for
Scotland in the type of format to the one available in this slide pack. CLG agreed that’s what they would like
this and the UK map sitting on top, so the CC can explain to those in the Communities who question the Need
by seeing how and why its required.
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7.1 | Map above shows current electricity network across GB, It is to be noted that in England /Wales 132kV

infrastructure operated by DO's not TO's, which is why no black lines on England/Wales map. As map shows,
lots more 400kV inf in England/Wales to reflect the bigger demand and historical heavy generation assets on
the system -e.g., coal, gas, nuclear etc. Holding response for now. SO and the independent Regulator would
not have recommended or approved these if not needed.

Post Meeting Note — please note that overall design is not just about the power flows, but also about
the network interconnectivity. One of the key drivers for a transmission network is reliability
(‘keeping the lights on’), so SSEN T have to design for at least any one part of the system being out of
service at any given time (either due to planned maintenance or unplanned failure of some sort) and
still deliver power. In practice, multiple projects / maintenance activities mean we usually have
multiple parts of the network out at any given time, but in a carefully controlled and coordinated
manner, with contingencies in case there was then an additional unplanned fault elsewhere. (From a
project perspective, SSEN T are closely scrutinised on this and it is common for some design options
to be rejected due to potential outage requirements being too onerous.) without this additional factor,
the power flows in isolation may appear as overdesigning the network.
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Additional information which may prove helpful
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9.0

9.1

Recess -SSEN T were asked to leave the room while the CLG conferred.

Part 2 The Chair stated that the CLG meetings are not working, trust needs to be built. Going forward
meetings need to be effective, and the Group needs the opportunity to influence,

Chair asked to think for solutions how meetings can be more effective.

SSEN T explained that its communications are required to be coordinated and we have an obligation to all our
stakeholders not just the CLG, so if advance information is shared ahead of going into the public domain SSEN
T also require trust from the Group to respect a degree of confidentiality so as not to confuse our messaging
or put SSEN T on the back foot, the CLG need to understand these challenges. SSEN T said that finding the
solution for the format of meetings should be shared with the CLG, as SSEN Tand they need to know what the
CLG is looking for to make the format of meetings work.

Action — CLG to feed back on how they see these meetings being more effective.

Community benefit — The CLG suggested any community benefit should be money spent on projects
producing fair results and commented that putting it up front is just a bribe that will divide communities. SSEN
T responded that the aim is to provide both community benefit and a fair project design for communities,
stressing that SSEN Twish to work with communities during the development of these projects to achieve this
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Communications and expected process

= Community Ikem on the Agenda

- Noise Monitoring at the substation

- Beauly 132kV Redevelopment latest

g Tttt b Roarinaen
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Noise Monitoring

= Monitor has been in position since April, though i i
unfortunately we suffered a data loss for g oumber pf =
waeks, This is because the data card started to overwrite
previpus data, Once this was recognised, persennel were e
despatched to replace the card, BY has been requested o 7
carry oul mone regular checks, to enture doesn't happen

AgAin.

= Data from Latest report continues to show dmilar patterns
and FERPEL A5 pravious P iy,

s Seottish i Southem

12.1 . & =
Noise Monitoring

* Whillst the reprasentation on the previous graph was avarages, we can intermogate the data for more datadls,

* B Have confirmeed we can extract frequancy data and as we would expect for a substation, theng 5 a clear signatiers at
100Hr aroaumd 45-50dB[A). There are then bao others at 200Hz and 315H? arcund 304B(A). We kniow from presious work
thiat SVE can show characteristics arcund 315Hz, 400Hz and S00Hz.

* Theosa valwes are constant throughout the measuremants and generally become tonal at night as external noise sources
rediuce; they are however miasked fram dawn and through the day by other nolse sources, due to higher lncal activing
{mainly traffic noise).

* This pattern is cleas from doy ane of data collection and 15 expected 1o have more influence on the receptors depending on
weather conditions eg, south winds earrying the signal towards the community. BY state that “there is no abvious change
in the noise data sinee we started measuring”.

* Dwring last CLG, the period 95-11% June was specifically mentioned as the substation noise being noticeable. BY have
scrutinised these dates and could nat discern any unusual behawour from the substation. We note it was the weebend
{kess general activity in the area including reduced road traffic) and southern winds could have halped carry noise towards
Wester Raldlair.

—— —

-h_-_._-—h_-_

—_— s Scottish b Southern
12.2

The CLG said previous weekend, noise heard at 2am and 3am was loud and tends to fluctuate, it was quiet the
weekend prior. Noise still there and not as loud.

SSEN T reiterated as explained at previous CLG meetings the point will not be reached whereby there will be
no noise at any time. The CLG confirmed it is occasional and roughly the same level, saying it depends on
wind direction, if west wind noise is worse and if low cloud. It is heard under certain meteorological
conditions. SSEN T understand from what is said that there is less fluctuation of noise as previously heard,
when there is less ‘human’ noise, for example when there is less traffic it is more audible.

11




Beauly 132kV Redevelopment Project

Progress
* Compound Office & Welfare

KM Campoand vil-up cormrgilets B Temaniacy Compaond Damobillued
= GI5 Bailding

Structufal Soeadsnr 1005%
Cladding #%% Complote [Gabde cladding o be complete once 15t floor slab bs cast

Look Ahead (3 main activities)

* Complete GIS bullding {wind & water tight)
= PM&E fitout to Gi5 Bullding
= Delivery of GIS eguipment

12
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Beauly 132kV Redevelopment Project

Community Engagement
Muirtewn Primary School

O Lt jurer, the 338N § Bewuly ale team logetiar with ow Contisctsr :._1ir-1_q_‘!_.M atzended Mutions Prmary kool 1o deicar o2t 1o Prieaey 1
3 pupshe. W Scvased the daingers of slectrizny in g Borre and sutiide. The popes had e oppsriusiy 10 participate in 8 “spol the Bansad ™ geme, the
childnes mere realy sngagsd

e e BAR Bootognis alue cames glang 10 proesde the pupis the oppoemenity 10 “spol the enensls™ thag use bees encopmiesed durieg ooevirurgn eed
38 Wi aboot el hibals. These dnknals induSed. bats, badgeri, ind bites, wabtiroskri, Reld-ados and hais Th gupsh hid & pood —— ey
ared ihim. crestsd pesf dacunion, irrclermen and The waon inisbed wih a dossing cospshiton

Dryeapd], wom Bapdl g gl iy, #red 3 cortainky w  Chassger fepen oue by o, The 1eaiiee s el gupily sreve sery gratetul loe oo inpest snd eogagement, g
pupih resereed & SSEN T goody bag

BAM Nutlall L18., ShEimdans
mnd 8E
T |

£550.00
from Lhei BAM Bluttall Team
Geotf Day on. 3 Rugust 3023,

e e o e
Ve e v e S

=
"-q_--_-________‘_ L —
— — - —
— — TR RIS g St B Southern
— —
—T— — — I -
=
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Beauly 132kV Redevelopment Project

Community Engagement
Beauly Primary School

# School engapoment bagan in May with 8 mesling with the Head
Teacher to find outl how we could provide support.

* Oni the back af this and together with our Contractar {BAM] we hawe
built a play area and sand pit enclosure for the Rursery chifdren.

Work placemisnt

* S5EN T have provided a Summer placement for an enginesring
siudent. They were tasked with measuring up and producing a
dirawing for the enclosure. This was constructed during the summer
healidlanys b minimise disniption 1o the school and was handed oeer
to the Mead Teacher on  14th August just befare the sthool return
fram surmemer haliday

W are currently organising further engagement with Beauly Primary
School and hope that this can be implemented in October 23.

"-'—-._____.-"""-—-_.,___.
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West of Beauly — Asset Replacement Projects
[including VISTA Glen Strathfarrar)

Assat Replacement: VIS
= dkm of new 132k underground cable replacing existing

» Ongoing emironmental surseys at afl sites preerhead line within Glen }JHE'M Mational Scenic
» Ongoang nodse monlosing for closest reskdential properties Arpa [M5A4]
s Aigag - am ANernative 1e under eansideration tor Aigas, wne

selection to be conduded *  Primary objectie of VISTA B b0 use the Ofigem lunding
* Kjlmerack - site kazated in scrubland te doliver the maximum benefit for natlonally
* Wt of Besuly = Aspot Replacement Propsts - 37 designated lsndscapes in the north of Scotland

coraultation event to ke plece end of 7023 early 3024, LranEmission netwark.
o Ghen Srathifarmr W5TA = Public consultation event die o

take D%I‘:mi'q-mﬂﬂ o Seg Kllin VISTA a3 examale:

WISTA - Billln - S5EM Transmission [ssen-transmission.couk)

g Scoaiish & Southern

141

SSEN T informed the CLG that dates for these next consultation events have the potential to change due to
design delays from Distribution colleagues. There has been programme slippage with designs and layouts
more difficult than hoped. It is reacting to feedback at Kilmorack by moving the proposed site away from

road and trying to avoid ancient woodland to underneath OHL so diversion work may be required.

14




Pathway to 2030 Project updates

-Achieving Net Zero and Energy Security: Further context on the need

-5ite and Route selection update

-New Beauly area SubstationfConverter Station

-5pittal = Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV OHL and Beauly - Blackhillock 400kV OHL

-Beauly-Denny circuit upgrade

Why are these projects needed?
To defiver UK and Sooitish Governiment net 2eno and energy secunty targets

L wwhmgmm:g.:- 22| - detagmrad] ety Banes r
for up o 280W, vastly exceeding expectations
| EDGW

& Briich Energy Security Strategy | Aol 22 — SO0 2030
offshore wind targets (LK target], including current
11GWY Scottish Government targel - to accelerate
el Fesnd 1o heEiver |::.'|I::'.'|i!"a_"'."i-'l Cr-Car aEm,
affardable energy Independence

= Paticral Grid Electricity System Operator ked Holistic
Petwenrl Design (HMDY (uly 22) will enable deca 1163 of

= Ofgemapproesal of reed or HRD: profects (Dec 22) a5 §

Crowen Estate
Scotland

part of its Aooslersted Strategic Transmission Irmestment
{ASTI) Framiawork deciion

g Sauryidinh e o
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15.2

The British Energy Security Strategy

This plam comes lg fight of rising glebo! emergy prices, provoked by surging
demond ofter the pondemic or well o Rursla’s imvasion of Uraine, This British En ergy

Security Strategy

will be centrol fo weonlng Britoln off expensive fossi firels, wiich are
sublect fo wolotile gos prices sef by Infernationnl morkets we are rnoble fo
guntral, mad beosting our diverse paurtes of hamegrown enevgy for greater
energy secwnity do the bang-term.

Accelerating owr domestic supply of cleon and affordeble electriclty also
requires oorelereting the conmecting netwenk infrastructure to support i,

The Parkway fo M50 Molipnc Nerwork Desipn JHNND] is @ mayor srep for
Grear Beitals i dellvarlag cheap, cleon emeegy frees offabore windg,

Ir setd out & dingle, letegrated dinlps thar sopperts the lange-soale dellvery
of whectricity generofed from offshore wind, foking power to wheve &'
nreded orroce Grieat Brifody

The HND providles o recomaerded offshore and onafiore dedign fav o 20350
plerericily aerwavt, thot focllinetes the raweramenr's ombirkess for SOGW of
slfshare wimd by 2000,

PR T M0 TR ST T mTy -0 ol
s
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GB-wide Holistic
Network Design

1
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15.5

SCOTWIND & PATHWAY TO 2030 it
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Map showing SSEN T projects required to take forward with the Scotwind leasing round outcome, not all
these sites will be taken forward as part of the HND process, SSEN T will try to visualise on the map requested
by the CLG the Scotwind sites taking forward to 2030 and where they are connecting to on the onshore
system that driving these reinforcements.

Note -This is partly why a map showing power flows possibly still would not demonstrate the need as clearly
as CLG might expect as it might be assumed everything is in service, so potentially it might look like over-
designing.

SSEN T want to share the information in a helpful and simple way so all can understand. ACTION by SSEN T

17



15.6

Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment
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Map above shows Ofgem approved sites to reach 2030 targets.
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Site and route selection update

= Ground Investigation and Survey Work:
Whilst initial surveys willl prioritise routes and substation locations which scored best based on our
imitial assessment of the environmental, communities, technical and economic factars, additional

routes or substation sites may also be investigated as we continue to consider feedback received
through our consultation and cngoing community engagement

* Site selection process is still ongoing:
Formal consultation is being undertaken with THE over the next month and the written feedback will
be factored into our final decision making. This will cansider our original options plus additional
options suggested by both THC and community sources.

18
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New Beauly Substation and Converter station

Activities completed since last CLG: Mext Steps:

MAFETY REMINDER: Ground Investigation Works ab Fapeiian
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-The CLG replayed drilling works recorded as part of the Gl works at Fanellan to which SSEN T said they were
fully aware of the noise intrusion; apologised and said they should have anticipated the noise levels and will
be visiting properties concerned.

-SSEN T informed the CLG that they are meeting with Gl contractors and will highlight the sensitivities of the
area around the cottages, be expected to act. Community asks re supply a contact number.

Action to provide contact number for contractor. This has been Actioned and shared with the nearest
residents

SSEN T explained that detailed Gl is only carried out on 1 site initially to verify what the geological maps tell
us. A vast amount is already known about the quarry. SSEN T informed the Group that feedback shows there
is not a uniform community view on site selection and there is conflicting feedback.

Kiltarlity Community Council voting - The CLG said the Kiltarlity CC held a vote on the following

1. A. whether the Fanellan site is acceptable or 1b. who does not consider it acceptable? Not a single person
out of 50 supported it.

2a. Whether the site at the substation (quarry) at low lying area was more acceptable? The result of this was
not unanimous but.

SSEN T explained that detailed ground investigation (Gl) works are initially being carried out on 1 site initially
to verifying what geological maps inform. SSEN T informed the Group that feedback shows there is not a
uniform community view on site selection and there is conflicting feedback. The CLG asked whether
communities had been factored into site selection.

SSEN T responded that community consideration is certainly part of the site selection process, adding that
considering feedback received to date and including the technical, environment and engineering factors at
present, Fanellan still performs as the best site option based on our initial assessments and the Gl works will
help to further inform. If the Gl inform us otherwise, then Gl works will be required at different site locations
to determine a better site. These Gl investigations are ongoing; therefore, the final site selection is still to be
concluded.

CLG said they do not feel this is proper consultation. SSEN T clarified that from considering feedback from the
Stat Consultees and the public the quarry area is being investigated, various options at the quarry have been
looked at, the option to extend the quarry, the split site which came out of the Kate Forbes meeting and the
site west of Broallan. This information and outcomes will be detailed in SSEN T Site selection report once its
concluded.

19



This will be completed around Sept/Oct and SSEN T. SSEN T stressed that they are fully aware of the impacts
that these projects have on communities and are trying to mitigate impacts, by taking on board feedback
SSEN T explained they will not always be able to respond favourably to feedback and will need to justify to
communities why decisions are made with reasoning set out and stressed that they are keen to work with all
stakeholders in the design development

ACTION SSEN T will explain what has been concluded, which site and why it is being taken forward and why
others are less favourable.

SSEN T offered to present findings to Kiltarlity CC and were not taken up on this, adding that they can reflect
on this.

SSEN T updated the CLG of vandalism carried out on plant used for the Gl works at Fanellan, explaining that it
is a CDM area, so it is in the interest of public safety for them not to access the investigation area.

CLG said locals use the path up in the area and access should be maintained for those who wish to use it.
SSEN T stressed it is in the interest of public safety.

18

Beauly — Blackhillock — New Deer - Peternead 4UUKV
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Progress Updates snd Mext Steps ;

Comsultation Sumimdady Repart publivhed buly 23 Por t with Basuly = Peterhead
to be published imminently. Consulfaticn on Besuly = Peterhead dosed on 307 June
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Beauly— Denny 2" Circuit Upgrade

Scope of Fasnakylg project
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Beauly— Denny 2" Circuit Upgrade e T
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19.1

Fasnakyle: CLG provided feedback on visualisations and requested that they are taken from the site to the
National Scenic area for all site locations to ensure continuity, which SSEN T agreed to and explained that
3DW will be at the consultation event to show images from different points, and at this early stage the
substation can be shown at different levels in terms of landscaping it’s too early in the process to show this in
much detail in terms of screening etc as the environmental consultants have not developed the detail at this
stage, this will be built in as the project design develops alongside feedback received. SSEN T will ask 3DW for
a GIS model as well as AlS, also saying its policy not to use SF6 if it can be avoided.

The CLG requested that GIS infrastructure is strongly considered as their preferred option is to

house the equipment indoors, particularly with site 9 being opposite Glen Affric NNR and
adjacent to a main core path.

The Chair said the event hours should have run for a longer duration and SSEN T agreed that the next events

will run until 8pm to allow those working time to attend.
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Community Experience since last meeting and Issues Arising?
SSEN Transmission:

1. An open invitation remains open to the CLG o meet with sensor members of Transmission to discuss these
projects in more detall. Irmerness or Perth as a venue?

2. Concerns over interference with ground investigation equipment at Fanellan

Community:

—— e T ey

Sachriciy Metworks

201

SSEN T reminded the CLG that the offer remains open to meet SSEN T senior staff in inverness/Perth.

CLG said they wish to have dialogue with Ofgem to discuss the lowest cost requirement compared to the
most acceptable option and continued to say thatthe system needs to be fit for the future. Guidelines need to
be developed so population can input on what is fit for the future.

Any Other Business?

Proposed date of next meeting -

Outstanding Actions and Updates

Number Action/Update Owner Open/Closed
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