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Beauly CLG Attendees and Apologies:

Attendees Representation
Clir David Fraser Clir and Chair of Beauly CLG
John Stewart Kilmorack Community Council
Steve Byford Kilmorack Community Council
Bill Fraser Kiltarlity Community Council
Graeme MacKay Kilmorack Community Council
Cameron Kemp Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council
Karen Young Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council
Paul Stirling Strathglass Community Council
Humphrey Clarke Strathglass Community Council
Lee Wilson SSEN Transmission
Matthew McKessick SSEN Transmission
Rob Slaughter SSEN Transmission (Teams)
Sally Cooper SSEN Transmission
Simon Johnstone SSEN Transmission
Posy Macrae SSEN Transmission (Teams)
Helen Crawford Ward 12 Councillor (Teams)
Apologies Position

Duncan McCall

SSEN Transmission

Simon Hall

SSEN Transmission

Duncan Fraser

Kilmorack CC

Kelly Scott

SSEN Transmission

Note of abbreviations;

CLG — Community Liaison Group
SSEN T — SSEN Transmission




Minutes

1.0

11

Introductions and agenda

Introductions and Agenda

Previous meeting notes, cutstanding actions
Updated CLG Terms of Reference to be Apres:
Propect Updates
Maise monitaring
Beauly 132k Redevelopment
iii. CPMI fencing
iv. West of Beaul sset Replacement project
. The Pathway to 2030 Project Updates:
Mew Beauly substation/converter station
Spittal — Beauly A00kV Reinforcement
Beauly — Blackhillock 400kV project
Beauly — Denny upgrade/Fasnakyle
L Electro-magnetic fields & 400kV OHL's and Security
b. Issues arising - S5EM Transmission
- Commiunity =Ml Seatlich B Souther
7. AQB and next meating date 2RIy MEtWOrks

2.0

Previous Meeting Notes

Molse monitors and latest data RS Chnen
To requast that Tha Coundil Emvironmdantal Haalth Taam O Oxpan
ensure community imvalvemeant in the 3073 nolse review.

Inwite S5ER 1o Feb 2023 CLG meeting L Ohpen
Update on community benefit when svailable S IR

g Soottish b Southern

2.1

The CLG were informed about SSEN T's community benefit consultation period starting at the beginning of July
and it was requested that the time period for this is extended from 1 month to 6 weeks. SSEN Transmission
suggested that the Economic Development Manager attend the next CLG meeting. Link to information to the
fund which closes 13™ August is as follows.

Community Benefit Fund - SSEN Transmission (ssen-transmission.co.uk)



https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/information-centre/Community-Benefit-Fund/#:%7E:text=The%20Community%20Benefit%20fund%20will%20initially%20see%20over,commenced%20or%20will%20commence%20between%20now%20and%202026.

3.0

The CLG and Terms of Reference

* The CLG has been expanded to include Strathglass CC and Kirkhill & Bunchrew CC due
to the suite of Pathway to 2030 projects and the effect on communities in the wider
area,

= Updated Terms of Reference have béen agreed with the Chair and will be circulated to
the CLG members.

g Scattish & Southern

3.1

Some of the CLG members expressed their discomfort with the “sharing of confidential information” sentence

and everyone agreed that this will be removed. Revised Terms have been circulated to the CLG with the
Meeting Notes.

Project Updates

- Noise Monitoring at the substation
- Beauly 132kV Redevelopment latest
- CPNI Fencing

- West of Beauly Asset Replacement/Glen Strathfarrar

iy Scottizh & Southern

Electricity Mebworks




4.1

Noise Monitoring

A couple of days after the Last CUG [11™ April), the noise
monitor and weather station were inslalled on the roof of
the old Control Bullding, near the entrance to site.

Burcau Veritas will need to return every three months or
50 to confiem callbration, with the monitor remaining in
place for a minimum of 12 moenths as agreed,

55E recabved report covering first five week period from
BY, which records the lewels and show clear diurnal
wariation, likely associated with traffic from the nearby
road.

Copy of report has been sent to THE Environmental Health
for information.

Report for sécond month expected Loon.

5 Scottish & Scuthern

SSEN T reported that no further questions or feedback has been received from The Highland Council after
their review of the first noise report. Some of the CLG informed of hearing louder than usual noise between
9t™-11%™ June and asked about direction of the microphone and requested information around noise frequency
along with the volume to find out the source. SSEN T agreed to discuss with Bureau Veritas to find out the
possibility of identifying the frequency and went on to explain that the monitor will record ambient noise
including the weather and traffic etc in the general area. The Chair confirmed that this year of noise
monitoring is about gathering data and creating a baseline which the graph will help to explain.

5.0

Beauly 132kV Redevelopment Project

Progress
# Building foundations and lowaer Toors completed.

* 515 building structural steel work sitting at 90%
complete, awaiting delivery of the external
cladding.

* Main compound set-up nearing completion,

* Pole erected for SID sign along with additional
A0mph repeater signs.

* Pasitive engagement with Beauly Primary School

Look Ahead - Building internal fit-out to commence once the cladding
had been fitted.

s Scottish & Scuthem

5.1

-SSEN T Project Manager informed that the GIS frame is now 100% complete and the next stage is cladding
and internal works.

-SSEN T have met with the Head Teacher of Beauly Primary School and are looking forward to supporting the
school with a few of their projects.

-CLG asked about the use of SF6 gas, SSEN T informed that a different insulating gas is being used from
Siemens which is SF6-free. It is composed of nitrogen and oxygen and the cleanest one currently available.

4




SSEN T added that our own Policy is generally not to use SF6. If SF6 has to be used e.g. with higher voltages,
then SF6 might be the only option and internal authorisation would be required to agree its use. SSEN T
informed that the UK are leaders in use of “clean air’ gas and we will be the first to use non-SF6 globally for
400kV.

-Regarding the 400kV area at Wester Balblair the CLG asked whether the large number of busbars installed are
for future developments. SSEN T informed that it is possible to future-proof only up to a point as
generator/developer agreements may change and added that clearance requirements are in place for access.
-SSEN T informed the Community that the footprint for GIS is not much smaller than AIS footprint these days.
- As part of the current construction works, the flight of stairs leading to the access track are closed during this
time. The CLG suggested closing these stairs off more securely.

6 . -
CPNI Fencing Alarms and CCTV Project
« All construction complete
* Commissioning complete and system is live .
» Site is demobilised with only some very minor snagging on the gates to be done.
* Thanks for your patience during the project.
— — ——
—
— g Scoatish & Southern
7
West of Beauly — Asset Replacement Projects
(including VISTA Glen Strathfarrar)
* Borehole monitoring complete,
* Ongoing environmental surveys commenced at all sites
* Bazeline noise monitoring for closest residential properties completed. An alternative site under
consideration for Aigas —site selection to be concluded and will be shared.
* West of Beauly = Asset Replacement Projects - 3™ consultation event to take place late Summer 2023,
* Glen Strathfarrar VISTA — Public consultation event due to take place in Summer 2023
—— —— __—-=
‘-I—-_l_-_|_|_-_ —
— g Scattish b Scuthern
7.1 | -SSEN T informed the CLG that site selection document for the Aigas and Kilmorack sites will be completed

soon and the CLG will be informed of preferred sites.

5




-VISTA Glen Strathfarrar — part of the Ofgem qualifying scheme, the project plans to underground 13 spans of
OHL and letters from the community councils will be requested to help carry support for the project.

-The Community asked about the extent of disruption of undergrounding 132kV and SSEN T will pass on the
details from a previous VISTA project.

8
Pathway to 2030 Project updates
-Mew Bealily anga Substation/Converter Stalion
Spittal — Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400k OHL
Beauly — Blackhillock 400kY
-Beauly-Denny circuit upgrade
Reminder: The March consultation events were initial early consultations to introduce, explain and
gather feedback on our initial proposals for the New substation/converter station and the Spittal =
Beauly OHL project. Further consultation events will follow and statutory consultation will take place
neut year, These will be carnied out to show how the 4 proposed projects iInterface holistically in the
Beauly area.
e Scottish B Southern
oS ERacincly Mebworks
9 - -
New Beauly Substation and Converter station
Assessments are still to be concluded in the Quarry next to the substation. Hope to have a
conclusion of site selection at the next CLG.
Next Steps:
Activities complated since last CLG: = Site Selection conclusion
Fesdbock (o OoRnrmmuimy ond Srat
Breeding Bird surveys started consultees on site selection
Ground investigotions fender - Report on Cansuitation fo be issued
Lhesign Consuftant tender - Continuation of ecology,’ bird surveys
Review of the Consultation feedbock - Ground Investigations
Review of aliernative opiions mear quarry — - Baseline poise maonitoring
COMEIEX CORSEeralons Thal we are sriy - Ongoing engagement with stakeholders
warking through - Design development
— —
—_— g Ecottish & Southern
9.1 | -SSEN T informed that site selection will be concluded in the coming months once final assessments and

investigations are concluded.

-A member of the CLG stated that every single person amongst the many spoken to since the 2" March event
believe that the proposal to site a new substation at Fanellan is completely unacceptable and continued to say
that people do not support the site option due to visual impact and having “an intrusive landmark over a wide
area and continued to say that those who had been spoken to asked why it cannot be sited adjacent to the
existing Balblair substation in a low lying obtrusive location in what he said has “already suffered heavy
industrial blight’.

-The CLG informed that there is the opportunity of 1 more phase of quarrying at the Quarry (at Wester
Balblair) over the next 3 years, SSEN T explained that the Quarry is getting properly assessed and

6




acknowledged the social-economic impact and lifespan which will be implemented into the site selection
scoring criteria.

-Following the Cannich and Daviot wildfires the CLG asked about SSEN T long term battery storage plans,

-The CLG asked why the HVDC is required at Loch Buidhe, which wind farm sites are approved along the line
and who is going to be connected - Scotland-wide and asked for indication of onshore and off-shore future
developments.

-The Community asked what storage is required for the number of gigawatts, who decides is battery storage is
needed? Action to feedback on these points

10
Spittal- Loch Buidhe — Beauly 400kV Reinforcement
* Themes of feedback and lessons learned are currently being assessed.
= o programme of further engagement with local commmunity councils and elected members,
community members, residents associations and working groups have baen taking place.
Maxt Staps in overhead line developmant:
- Report on Consultation (detailed)
Ongodng engagement with stakeholders
Confirmation of overhead line route
Further surveys and investigations
Identification of alignment options
g Scotish b Southenm
10.1 | -The CLG questioned the Need (CLG were referred to ESO publishes Pathway to 2030 — major step to deliver

50GW of offshore wind by 2030 | ESO (nationalgrideso.com) and stated that it shouldn’t be about the lowest
cost options and said they wish to hold discussions with Ofgem. The CLG said the message is the projects
need to be stopped, nobody is supporting them.

-The CLG would like to move discussions forward about what is needed to get the best mutually acceptable
outcome.



https://www.nationalgrideso.com/news/eso-publishes-pathway-2030-major-step-deliver-50gw-offshore-wind-2030
https://www.nationalgrideso.com/news/eso-publishes-pathway-2030-major-step-deliver-50gw-offshore-wind-2030

11 :
Beauly — Blackhillock — New Deer — Peterhead 400kV
= Rouleing comsultation took place:
Phipps Hall - Thursdey 27th April 17-Tpm
» Thiz was spexcific to the OHL route options but irfa on
the proposed Subsiationfconnerber siatsan 44 and
Zaittal to Beauly line were available and reshared to
provwide the holistic plans,
» Consultation period ended 9 June 2023, Feedback
iz being reviewed to identify key themes and infosm next
sheps,
Mext Steps ahead of overhead line alignment consultations:
Cansultation Summsanry [high level)
Repart an Aowte Consultation (detatled)
Further angagement with stateholders
Corlwmation of pretéeried OHL rowbe
Fusrfthet Surveyd §nd investipations
Idertification of algnment options within propesed OHL route
g Seottish & Southern
11.1 | The CLG repeated the projects should be stopped and remarked that up to date maps weren’t used at the
consultation event.
12
nd 3 z
Beauly— Denny 2" Circuit Upgrade
Scope of project
Upgrade s tha seoond circuit on (ke oxivting Baguly - Denrs oo hasd ling (0HL] froen 275EY o 200KV Thin
il accommrcdl il e vl evaiy e Ao corrscling 15 Ehe Brandimiies nebark & Ehi hitune
Oy cormpdation, otk circuits, will operate of S0V The Beduby-Denmg OHL wark comsnoacted Tor
MERY operation on eack of its tem cirouis Bt gt Ime serdoe with one ogeerating o the ke voltage of
o S, |1 VRN oD s TR OO O CRIL e D el Do LRERgadhe 10 G SN
This upgrade also drives the requirement for & new, additional substation near Fasnalkeyle
[soutk-swast of Inverness) and also at Braco (north-east of Durblane) o accommodate (e .
A0IEY equipment, ineluding moddications 1o eiber subsiations slong the route, inchudeng: Fen PTU] E':t UpdﬂtE
Aiguilios, Envechly, Kinkrdocky and Tumimel,
W o espsnding the seanch s
Frngrlmmr dates of i site selsction process doe 1o
g 1P chalinges aned CoraRiain g we
w  Publc Comsuftation [Faspakyle substation]: Summerfufumn 2023 i i i g & st Sit
& pPuble Comcutation 2 & 3 event: Spring 1024 Y -
w  Planming Applicatson submiied. Spieng- Summer 2024
=  Comatruction start: Siemmer 2026 !
s Corstruction End: Spring 20258
%-_.___\_ s __"'-I-—._h
_____""_-—:—___ — - g Scottish & Sm.rlhun
12.1 | The CLG would like to understand the area of land required for the new Fasnakyle substation and understand

the fire risk following the recent Cannich fire as they understood that the access tracks increased the
conductivity. Action to feedback




13

Electro-magnetic Fields

= The UK Government sets guidelines for exposuse (0 eleciric and magnetic Ticids [E8F5) in Ehe UK on advice Trom Public Health
Enggland [PHEL We Wt I e Tebimvaant Cosles Gl practie fo minimise ERAF wihen Bullding of MT&JWHHEH e
DUl SPETREn O @nid TR PR e P et o TREGE: The Enavgy Mot Ao atson £ ring Gaoup, |

* EMF The Facts booklet has been produced and will be shared with the Group.

= in I e [l rH'S na o 0o M eCicn
IHuil %E;lem LK adapted the 1998 puidelirees published by the Bnbernational Commission on Hen-loniring Radiateon Proteci

m:ﬂ Uidslenes Srie dinip ] 15 sel Oonervilive o AFE Fegls P 1 o el pUbERC 10 eleciaic and mdgretes eds, Jod

ang e iy ihe Liks Heallh Profection Apency, Ehe Wl Hieafilh Drganisation e LK Government.

* i (e p:lll"E ol the efegiricity indusiry o loliow ihese i puiddelines. & Code of Practice, Ihl!ﬂ[!rl}:'ﬂbrln 13
niierstry ad Ehe 1Fen Departmsnt for Cnengy and Clmate nera part of the Departmment for g, gy and Inddusteial
Stratigy), 2t out ol the practicall detits needed Lo apply the expodure [imils Tod IRanamission lines, All g 1 [ al reddy

ecermigily wilh 1Fe FONIRP guidednes. The electricily industey designs o rew equspment to o with the nimsenk guidelines as
sef oul in the l'_'nl:bnrha::!ite. !hi'.iru:ludel-s I'I'IEIH-:'.IIEE uschi as adheving 1o statutony gnummerqﬁmulu BrEuring

aplivnun phasing of Bagh vallage doulile-circuil ieerhead nes
* Further information on EMFs can be found from Mational Grid's infermation site on EMFs {soww.emis. inla).

13.1

EMF the Facts booklet shared with these meeting notes.

14

Security of Overhead lines and Substations

As p of cor obligations, SSEMN T musi Gake opriale =1 b poaictier security af our assels, nchuding compliance with the
r-ecl;.l.i.-rmdﬂg.naﬂrdli-:iir hHg:hﬂWdeimlwﬁgﬂilhn 2007 {usually abbreviated 1o ESGCR].

Meats to the national infrasbucture aee governed strictly and S5E complies with e obligations placed m s and for ciwious
FEaOns i unable Do dhare this information. i e ania o o

= S5F e and ale an NS |{Mational Seouiy Inspectorate] approved Senunity Bureay @ varbety of CCTY and Aarmr ane
e cad Ilﬁﬁﬁ- Tha secisiby strategy deployed by Ehe feam l:mma-u'mi'twrrl‘almtm roim casial Evhrision through
deter mined atdversaries,

= Fromn & security perspectiee thede is nio lcant advaniage o povwer lines Beling bured NEWMI-:-&MHJI:I Fi 3 bmdlar
ST D00 0t ik s in JM,!,;iﬂistrnﬂﬂfittﬂk,h:ﬂﬂn%WﬂEi‘im underground methodologies ane
siregpbiie b atlack,

= | chreumstances of catastrophic agtack, the UK Gowesnment & responsibie for the protection of our airspsce and has the techrology
:nddulﬂmapabﬁliﬂlnﬂ o

There are limitations on what information can be shared publicly in regard 1o security and resilience.




15

Community Experience Since Last Meeting

Beauly Community to comment

_—l—-_______-
E_ —

g Scotiish & Southem

15.1

-The CLG commented that with SSEN T obligated to provide infrastructure they don’t believe this should be
provided at lower cost and should be discussed with Ofgem, the proposals are not what the Community want.
SSEN T explained that with underground cable technology there is potentially more associated infrastructure
such as substations and sealing end compounds which provide additional visual impact.

-The Community stated they believe communities should receive higher considerations and they plan to
collectively draw up a list of specific questions. SSEN T explained that a detailed Q&A sheet is currently being
compiled and is nearing completion, they advised to read this ahead of submitting questions.

-The submitted complaint against SSEN T land manager was discussed. Response has been issued to
Kilmorack CC and Ward Councillors. The complaint has been investigated in full and communications
between the land manager and land owner were logged at the time. There is no evidence to support the
complaint.

16

Issues Arising?

SSEN Transmission:

An open invitation remains to the CUG to meet with seniar members of Transmission o discuss these projects
in more detall. InErmeis ad a venue?

Community:

g Leottsh b Southem

16.1

The CLG said going forward they would like to see changes in the proposals to show how feedback/comments
have been implemented into the project designs. Actions — This will be provided during the consultation
process

10




Date of next meeting Tuesday 29" August 7pm-9pm

Actions
Number Action / Update Owner Open/Closed

1. Re - Sent revised Terms of Reference to all members of CLG along with SC CLOSED
the Meeting Notes

2 Noise monitor frequencies/graph to be shared at August meeting. RS OPEN

3 Provide update on Community Benefit once this is available RH OPEN

4. Requested what questions/information required from SSER CLG Open
representative re the Asset Replacement projects, re invite to the next
meeting.

5. To ensure Environmental Health inform the Community at the 2023 DF OPEN long term
noise review

6. Information re extent of disruption from VISTA Killen, LW OPEN

7 CLG asked about long-term battery storage plans, with high levels of GW SC OPEN
planned to be connected what level of storage is needed?

8 Update CLG on site selection for Asset Replacement projects at Aigas and LW/FW OPEN
Kilmorack

9 CLG asked why HVDC required at Loch Buidhe, what windfarm sites are SC CLOSED

approved and who is going to be connected?

11




