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Meeting  Beauly Community Liaison Group  

Date  11th April 2023 

Time & Venue 7pm @ Lovat Hotel & Teams 

 
Beauly CLG Attendees and Apologies: 
 

Attendees Representation 

Cllr David Fraser Cllr and Chair of Beauly CLG 

John Stewart Kilmorack Community Council 

Steve Byford Kilmorack Community Council 

Bill Fraser Kiltarlity Community Council 

Duncan Fraser Kilmorack Community Council  

Graeme MacKay Kilmorack Community Council 

Cameron Kemp Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council 

Karen Young Kirkhill and Bunchrew Community Council 

Paul Stirling Strathglass Community Council 

Humphrey Clarke Strathglass Community Council 

Lee Wilson SSEN Transmission 

Kelly Scott SSEN Transmission  

Matthew McKessick SSEN Transmission 

Barry Mackenzie SSEN Transmission 

Rob Slaughter SSEN Transmission (Teams) 

Sally Cooper SSEN Transmission 

Alice Byrne SSEN Transmission  

Tara Cowley SSEN Transmission (Teams) 

Apologies Position 

Duncan McCall SSEN Transmission 

Simon Hall SSEN Transmission 

 
Note of abbreviations; 
 
CLG – Community Liaison Group 
Community – refers to the Community Councillors 
SSEN T – SSEN Transmission 
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Minutes  
 

1.0 Introductions and agenda 

1.1 

 
 Following introductions, new representatives from Kirkhill & Bunchrew CC and Strathglass CC were welcomed.  With the 

development of the Pathway to 2030 projects it has been agreed that the current Beauly CLG should be extended to also 
include these Community Councils. 

2.0 
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3.0 

 
3.1 The Role of the CLG 

 The Chair ensured that both the members of the Community and SSEN T understood and were comfortable in 
his role on the Planning Committee. All were accepting of this. 
-The Chair asked that the Community Councillors feedback information from their communities.  
-Transparency and mutual trust; SSEN T agreed to work transparently with the CLG by sharing relevant 
information with the CLG which at times might not be ready to share publicy and asked that at such times this 
confidentiality is respected. The aim of these meetings is to be of value with mutual transparency and trust. 
-SSEN T will distribute the updated draft version of the Terms of Reference to all those at the meeting for 
comment and agreement. 
-It was understood the Chair and Community would meet separately to consider the new role of the CLG and 
the Terms of Reference ahead of future meetings.  

4.0 

 
4.1 The Community said the noise still fluctuates, 1-2am and 5am and the noise has reduced since the installation 

of the jackets. SSEN T informed that the noise monitor is scheduled for installation that same week. The 
monitor will be calibrated weekly, it takes 5-10 minutes and it’s calibrating the SVC (Static Var Compensator 
which regulates reactive power to control how the network operates). It is computerised and done remotely 
from the Control Room. SSEN T responded to the Community`s question on whether calibration can be more 
frequent, to which SSEN T explained that it would be unlikely to go out of calibration in a week; this is more 
likely to happen over say a month. It is the variability of the SVC response that has been slowed down by the 
recent works; it won’t tend to react to general fluctuations in network power flows, but will still respond 
quickly to network issues if / when required. 
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The Community asked whether the new substation would have an SVC. SSEN T responded that it would not 
have an SVC, however some combination of transformers or reactors (which look like special transformers) 
seems most likely at present. SSEN T now ensures that noise modelling is carried out during design stage to 
determine the need for any noise mitigation, which will then be fitted as part of the initial installation; an 
example being the noise enclosures that will be fitted to the new transformers associated with the Beauly 
132kV GIS project. Noise mitigation is an inherent part of the design process, rather than something thought 
about retrospectively. 

Post Meeting Note: The noise monitor is now installed and SSEN T plan to have info to share at the 
next meeting, following the first download of information. 

5. 

 
5.1 The GIS building is being constructed at a lower level to help obscure if from the road. The Community didn’t 

agree to the request for extended weekend working hours within the GIS building having asked some local 
residents. 

6.0 CPNI Fencing Project 

6.1 
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7 

 
 

7.1 SSEN T informed the Community that the old quarry (up the hill near to Aigas) is being assessed as an 
alternative site and are trying to get collaboration with SSER to help overcome the challenges that come with 
this location. 
Glen Strathfarrar VISTA (Visual Impact of Scottish Transmission Assets) – SSEN T are proposing and applying to 
Ofgem for funding to underground 3.5km of cable and to remove 13 towers. Similar projects have been 
carried out at Boat of Garten, Killen.  Letters of support from statutory consultees and community 
stakeholders are required as part of the proposals. Ofgem have very set criteria for these types of projects. 
  

7.2 
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7.3 

 
7.4 
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7.5 

 
7.6 

 
7.7 SSEN Transmission described the huge scale of these projects they are obligated under the Transmission 

Operator licence to deliver and the desire to work with statutory consultees and stakeholders to mitigate the 
impacts. SSEN T explained they are being driven by UK and Scot Gov Net Zero targets, which involve the 
connection of Scot Wind, and that the Electricity System Operators Holisitic Network Design (which 
transmission operators feed in to) sets out the blueprint for the grid infrastructure required to deliver 2030 
wind targets. SSEN T advised that Ofgem have also approved the investment required for these projects.   
-The Chair explained that SSEN T are not providing  communities with the whole picture of projects coming 
into the Beauly area and now with the - Blackhillock – New Deer – Peterhead (BBNP) consultations coming up 
this has created mistrust towards SSEN T.  -The Community queried whether there was any research into 
potential health dangers of siting 400kV DC lines in proximity to residences. 
-The Community said that those in the area feel deep anger and SSEN T showing lack of transparency around 
the proposals. They asked about community benefit and what’s in it for them for enduring these impacts.  
The Community said they would like to see how SSEN T had acted on feedback. 
SSEN T very much encouraged and welcomed useful feedback so the project team can assess and use it to 
mitigate impacts. Feedback which includes local knowledge is very helpful to identify protected spaces, 



 

8 

recreational areas, habitats etc.  It is critical to work from an informed environmental baseline for developing 
the design of these projects. 
SSEN T stressed the importance of working collaboratively with specific groups and communities, these 
national infrastructure projects will happen and are aligned with UK and Scottish Govt targets and by working 
constructively with stakeholders it will be possible to try to mitigate the impacts. As part of the ongoing 
consultation process SSEN T will demonstrate feedback and how this has been incorporated into the designs.  
For example if alternative sites are suggested, SSEN T will feedback on how these were assessed. 
 
SSEN T informed that there will be additional information at the BBNP consultation events this month which 
will show the projects interfacing with the Beauly area so that the public can see the whole picture. SSEN T 
acknowledged and understand that Communities require this holistic information and going forward are 
committed to improving and providing more targeted  stakeholder engagement and are working on a strategy 
and would welcome suggestions.  
SSEN T agreed that the drivers and the need for these projects need to be made clearer.  The Chair reiterated 
that this needs to be communicated to the CLG so members can feed back and forth with questions and 
answers. 
 
Addressing community benefit, SSEN T explained that historically being a regulated business by Ofgem 
community benefit funds were not available, however the British Energy Security Strategy (which has been set 
up following geopolitical events) highlighted the requirement for change. The UK Govt are consulting on 
community benefit for strategic network infrastructure projects to ensure that local communities benefit from 
hosting transmission infrastructure.  SSEN T completely agree with this sentiment in that it is crucial these 
communities receive socio economic benefits to ensure the UK reaches its` net zero targets to facilitate 
energy security. SSEN T are proactively working with the regulator to ensure this and work is ongoing to agree 
the mechanisms to provide such a fund and look forward to providing more information in the coming 
months. 
 
Post meeting note: The Scottish Government are currently consulting on community benefits for electricity 
transmission network infrastructure: Community benefits for electricity transmission network infrastructure - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
SSEN T said that both onshore and offshore transmission infrastructure is required to have resilience and 
security of supply. The Community pointed out that the concentration of infrastructure around Beauly would 
seriously  compromise energy security due to vulnerability to sabotage. saying that underground and subsea 
cable would be more difficult to sabotage compared to overhead lines which can easily be taken out. 
 
SSEN T noted there are pros and cons to both overhead lines and cables; for example it can be more difficult 
to locate, then repair faults on cables and subsea cables can be subject to inadvertent damage by anchors, in 
similar way to land cables being vulnerable to accidental damage. 
 

Post Meeting Note: As part of our obligations, SSEN T must take appropriate steps to consider 
security of our assets, including compliance with the requirements of the Electricity Safety, Quality 
& Continuity Regulations 2002 (usually abbreviated to ESQCR). If this is of interest, we can arrange 
for further information to be shared at a future CLG meeting. SSEN T are sure community will 
however appreciate that there are necessay limitations on what we can share publicly with regard 
to security and resilience. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/community-benefits-for-electricity-transmission-network-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/community-benefits-for-electricity-transmission-network-infrastructure
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8.0 

 
8.1 The Community said that SSEN T should not be asking for separate feedback for each of these projects. SSEN T 

explained that planning applications are legally required to be submitted on a project-by-project basis, 
therefore feedback forms and feedback for each of these projects are needed to be kept separate, though 
SSEN T agreed that these need to be shown holistically.  At the upcoming BBNP consultation events SSEN T 
will have project team members from the other projects too along with information to show this and will be 
very happy to have discussions around the projects interfacing with Beauly at this event. 

9.0 

 
9.1 In addition to those `lessons` in the above slide SSEN T also acknowledged the need for larger, clearer maps 

and visual information, terminology which is easier to understand, extended consulting hours at the events, 
name badges for staff for ease of identification. 
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10. 

 
 

 
 SSEN T informed that the Beauly – Denny 2nd circuit upgrade project is running behind some of the other 

projects and the Team are still working out the number of connections required by Generators; it’s our licence 
obligation to connect them.  The search area for a new substation in the Fasnakyle area has been expanded; it 
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will need to connect the Beauly – Denny line and the new Generator connections. Until this information 
becomes clearer, the size of the new substation is unknown.   
There was a short discussion regarding the challenges faced by SSEN T  in locating a substatsion site in the 
area, SSEN T explained that this was due to constraints, such as SSSI`s, Nature Reservies, National Scenic Area 
and the Strathglass Complex.  The Strathglass attendees confirmed the area attracted in the region of 250,000 
people a year and there were just 2 roads in and out, highlighting its sensitivity.  The Chair asked that when 
SSEN T have a preferred site to inform the CLG either via email or Teams meeting.  

10.0 

 
10.1 SSEN T were informed that the Community and stakeholders were shocked at the scale of the project 

proposals and the communities do not want them.  The Chair recommended the submission of useful 
feedback and to use the opportunity to influence the design development. SSEN T informed that feedback will 
be accepted anytime during the development phase of these projects and not just following the consultation 
events.  The feedback date for these events were set to enable a Report on Consultation to be produced to 
enable design progression. 
SSEN T informed the Community that statutory consultees have requested that the quarry area in Wester 
Balblair be assessed for its suitability for the new substation/converter station location; desk-based 
assessments are currently underway.  The Community informed that they are of the understanding that this is 
a community asset.  For reasons of due diligence, SSEN T explained that these assessments are required 
though if the Community feel this is not a good site location to feed this back so that the statutory consultees 
can be informed. 
The Community acknowledged that the Pathway to 2030 projects are working to tight timescales and 
questioned the likelihood of influencing changes. SSEN T responded that the difference is the shorter time 
period between statutory consultation events.  The Chair advised Kilmorack CC to write to The Highland 
Council requesting sufficient time to provide Communities with confidence of good outcomes.  The 
Community asked how they get the message across to the `powers that be` of the burdens residents and 
communities are feeling with these projects. The Chair said this will be taken up at the Community Councils 
meeting next week following The Council`s meeting with SSEN T. 
 

 

Date of next meeting tbc 
 
Actions  

Number Action / Update Owner Open/Closed 

1. Send draft Terms of Reference to all members of CLG SC  

2 Noise monitor installed and first month of information to be shared at 
next CLG - this has been shared in the meeting notes 

RS  

3 Provide update on Community Benefit once this is available SC/KS  
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4.  Asset security – post meeting note added to relevant section above. 
Potential for further discussion on topic at future CLG if Community 
deems it of interest. 

RS Closed 

5.  To ensure Environmental Health inform the Community at the 2023 
noise review 

DF  

 


